 Council Meeting – December 3, 2015
Mayor Thomas L. Hardesty called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the following council members present: Bobby Andriot, Mike Zoeller, Donna Eaton, Shane Suttor, Jon Swindler, and Frank Page.
City Employees Present:  Jennifer Herrell, Doug Herndon, Brandon Pennington, Aaron Daniels, and Carla Wainscott.
City Attorney:  Steven Gregory
All present pledged allegiance to the flag.
Minutes Regular Meeting November 19, 2015
Councilmember Swindler moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of November 19, 2015 as read by councilmembers prior to the meeting.  Seconded by Councilmember Zoeller.
All voted “aye” and motion carried.

Re-appointment – George Best to the Triple S Planning Commission for a 4 year term ending December 31, 2019.
Mayor Hardesty recommended George Best be re-appointed to the Triple S Planning Commission for a 4 year term ending December 31, 2019.
Councilmember Page moved to approve the re-appointment.  Seconded by Councilmember Swindler.

All voted “aye” and motion carried.

Re-appointment – Matthew Wade to the Housing Authority Board for a 4 year term ending December 31, 2019.
Mayor Hardesty recommended Matthew Wade be re-appointed to the Housing Authority Board for a 4 year term ending December 31, 2019.
Councilmember Zoeller moved to approve the re-appointment.  Seconded by Councilmember Andriot.  
All voted “aye” and motion carried.

City Street System – Jennifer Herrell proposed to add the following streets into the city system: Beamtree Dr., Shadywood Court, Edgemont Way, Tealwood Dr., and St. Regis Drive.
Jennifer Herrell, City Engineer, recommended the following streets be accepted into the city street system.

Councilmember Page moved to accept Beamtree Dr., Shadywood Court, Edgemont Way, Tealwood Dr., and St. Regis Drive into the city street system.  Seconded by Councilmember Zoeller.
All voted “aye” and motion carried.

Proclamation – Arbor Day December 4, 2015
Mayor Hardesty proclaimed December 4, 2015 as Arbor Day.  The proclamation was read by Carla Wainscott, Deputy City Clerk.

Ordinance No. 2015-12-03 – An Ordinance Enacting a Text Amendment to the Zoning Regulations for Shelby County, Kentucky (Section 825 – Provisions for Pedestrian Network) – 2nd Reading – Steven Gregory, City Attorney
Steven Gregory, City Attorney, read an ordinance of the City of Shelbyville enacting a text amendment to the zoning regulations.

It was introduced for second reading by Councilmember Suttor.  Seconded by Councilmember Page.

Upon roll call, the following councilmembers voted “aye”: Andriot, Zoeller, Eaton, Suttor, Swindler, and Page. 

Ordinance No. 2015-12-03(A) – An Ordinance Establishing a Restaurant Tax and Providing Assessment and Collection in accordance with the provisions of KRS 91A.400 – 2nd Reading – Steven Gregory, City Attorney

Steven Gregory, City Attorney, read an ordinance of the City of Shelbyville establishing a restaurant tax.

The mayor and council members have had numerous meetings, workshops, and much discussion at council meetings. It will increase foot traffic, micro-breweries, streetscape, and a lot of quality of life.  Once brew pubs get established, other businesses will be coming and staying.  The mayor wants to move forward and has a vision for downtown Shelbyville.  We have a chance and an opportunity to do so.  It is possible that we could lower property taxes.  

Councilmember Page stated he is against 3% but would support a 2% tax.  

Councilmember Andriot stated this is an opportunity and we should give it a try to see where the funds are going.  We should see good results and be patient to see where it leads.  We feel it’s a good decision for our community.

Councilmember Zoeller stated if we are going to move forward as a city, we need to do this.  We do not want to become stagnant and be left behind.  Look what has happened in Simpsonville.

Councilmember Suttor stated we are trying to make the best decision for future generations.  He feels this is the best decision.

Public comments were made by 10 or 12 citizens of Shelbyville.  Opposition for the tax was spoken.

Councilmember Zoeller stated there are 2 things I would like to add.  There are 40 cities that are about our size doing this and surpassing us. We would need $150.00 more a year per household from those who live in the city and we have not raised property taxes in 11 years.  This is the fairest way as a city to grow.
Mayor Hardesty wants to address the comments made about charging tax on a tax. Business owners shall pay tourism 3% of the gross sales excluding the state sales tax according to the ordinance.  What are you doing with tax dollars?  Streetscape bricks and mortar stuff.  His vision, if it passes, will be to appoint councilmembers and citizens in the community to direct us where they want this money to go and make recommendation to the council.  The mayor will give the council his perspective on streetscape.  We are going to revitalize our community from the inside out.

Councilmember Swindler stated he doesn’t agree on starting out at 3%, but 2%.

Councilmember Eaton stated she has made it clear on where she stands.  There are a lot of great attributes about the restaurant tax.  The timing is not the best.  She wants a commitment that we are going to lower the property taxes, so that’s where she stands on the issue at this point.

Mayor stated he cannot give a direct definite commitment with the property taxes until he sees the assessments.
It was introduced for second reading by Councilmember Zoeller.  Seconded by Councilmember Andriot.

Upon roll call the following voted “aye”: Andriot, Zoeller, and Suttor.  The following voted “nay”: Eaton, Swindler, and Page.  Mayor Hardesty broke the tie by voting “aye”.

Recess – 5 minutes
Public Comments - None
Department Reports
Eilene Collins, Shelby Main Executive Director, reported she is working on report to the Kentucky Heritage Council.  Also working on rebranding www.shelbymainstreet.com.  There will be a new brochure.
Doug Herndon, Asst. Fire Chief, reported 1009 runs for the year.  This is 61 runs above last year.  There were 104 runs for the month of November.  The department received 2 grants.  The money will be used to purchase digital radios.  Training facility which will be close to the sewer plant and broke ground already by donating time and items.

Jennifer Herrell, City Engineer/Public Works Director, reported they are preparing snow equipment.  Business as usual.  Working on Stormwater Master Plan for the City of Shelbyville.  Councilmember Eaton mentioned to Jennifer the railroad tracks on Smithfield Road rougher than usual.  Jennifer said she will see what she can do.

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Hardesty encouraged everyone to shop local.  Christmas Parade is Saturday at 10:00 a.m.  Leadership Shelby Government Day is on December 16, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. at the Waldridge Center.  City Employee Christmas Reception will be on December 17, 2015 from 4-6 p.m.  The Water Company has changed from chlorine base to chloramine to treat water.
Councilmember Suttor moved to adjourn at 8:08 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Zoeller.
All voted “aye” and motion carried.
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