 Council Meeting – March 19, 2015
Mayor Thomas L. Hardesty called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the following council members present: Bobby Andriot, Mike Zoeller, Donna Eaton, Shane Suttor, Jon Swindler, and Frank Page.  
City Employees Present:  Kevin Baker, Inez Harris, Frank Willoughby, and Fred Rogers.
City Attorney:  Steven Gregory
Invocation:  Rev. Les Harris, Greater Tabernacle
All present pledged allegiance to the flag.
Minutes/February 19, 2015
Councilmember Suttor moved to approve the minutes of the February 19, 2015 meeting as read by council members prior to the meeting.  Seconded by Councilmember Zoeller.
All voted “aye” and motion carried.  
Appointment – B. J. Andriot to the City Tree Board
Mayor Hardesty recommended B. J. Andriot be appointed to the City Tree Board for a 3 year term ending March 1, 2018.
Councilmember Swindler moved to approve the appointment.  Seconded by Councilmember Page.

All voted “aye” and motion carried.

Discussion of Proposed Restaurant Tax by the Tourism Commission.
Charlie Kramer with the local tourism commission spoke to council regarding the restaurant tax.  He believes this is a “good tax” because the 85-90% collected will be used for “quality of life” projects.  Currently 45 cities across the Commonwealth collect this tax.  All monies collected will be used for the whole community.  This is a continuous revenue stream and not grant money.

Mr. Kramer said some usage of this money could be used to purchase the vacant lot on Main Street, continue the Streetscape Project, the Squire Boone Statue, and special events.

Shelby County government cannot collect this tax, only 4th class cities.

Comments for the Public
Tony Harover (Simpsonville) Tourism needs to have a plan and not a “if we pass it, they will come” attitude.  If this administration makes this mistake, this issue will be on the ballot every two years until it is repealed and/or until the leadership of the city and/or the tourism commission is removed.

Bill Hisle – Cattleman’s Restaurant – He owns restaurants in Mt. Sterling and Shepherdsville.  He hears complaints from citizens regarding the tax.  People who eat in his establishments are residents of the cities and not tourists.  2% is enough, but 3% is outrageous.

Paul Waller (Simpsonville) – not in favor of the tax.  He avoids eating in Simpsonville and thinks this will harm businesses.  People will single out restaurants that are located in the county.  Please consider an open forum for a future meeting.

Janet Cuthrell (Simpsonville) – Hopes minds are not made up.  This is a hardship on restaurants.  You were elected by the people.  Please think about families who will pay this tax.  This is not your money.  It’s the taxpayer’s money.  It will never be your money.
Paula Brown – This will be a burden on citizens.  If this tax is put on, people will not forget during election!  Several restaurants did not know about the tax.  The local people will be the one paying this tax.

Eilene Collins – I am not representing Shelby Development at this time.  I am speaking for myself.  I am not going to stop voting, eating, or walking in the downtown.  I want to see improvements in the whole community.

Karen Waller (Simpsonville) – This is a luxury tax.  Using tax dollars to promote a “wish list” is unnecessary.  You need to be more responsible with our money.  Tourism should not be using tax dollars to promote business.  Learn to live within your budget.

Stacy Rockaway (Shelbyville) Government is about providing services such as police and fire protection along with water & sewer.  This “list” should not be used.  Our money is going for unnecessary services - such as statues, fireworks, and concerts.  If you want those things find a corporate sponsor.

Department Reports
Eilene Collins, Executive Director, Shelby Development Corporation, invited everyone to attend a workshop titled “Social Media, Hands on Help” on March 24th at 5:30 p.m. at 600 Main Street.  The presenter and facilitator will be Adam Rayner Brown with Raytech Services.  Work is underway on Jubilee 2015.  She passed out “Save the Date” bookmarks.
Kevin Baker, Fire Chief, reported Asst. Chief Chris Spaulding is retiring and his reception will be 4-6 p.m. on March 31st in the Cubert Room at City Hall.  We will be interviewing two captains for Assistant Fire Chief.  He passed out a summary of the last 3 months.  The fire loses have been kept to a minimum.

Mayor’s Report
Mayor Hardesty thanked all who worked in the last snow event.  Some business people do not shovel snow from their establishments.  We removed snow out of the downtown.  The citywide clean-up is April 13th – 17th.  We have an opening in Code Enforcement.
Council Reports

Councilmember Andriot appreciates the thoughts of the people tonight.  We are sincere for the things we put forth.  I think we will do the right thing.  We will do what is best for the city.
Councilmember Zoeller stated this is not easy work.  We will do what’s best for the city.

Councilmember Suttor – We know it’s not our money.  We take everything serious.

Councilmember Page appreciates the phone calls.  Look at how this will affect us in the future.  This is my community.  I was raised here and I want my kids to stay here.

Mayor Hardesty – This is a frugal council.  We try to get the most for our money.  We try to anticipate the needs of the future.  We all take these jobs seriously.

Councilmember Eaton moved to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Page.  

All voted “aye” and motion carried.
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