Regular Council Meeting March 18, 2010
Mayor Thomas L. Hardesty called the regular council meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the following council members present: Alan Matthews, Mike Zoeller, Donna Eaton, Shane Suttor, Jon Swindler, and George Best.
City Employees Present:  Jeff Tennill, Jennifer Herrell, Tom Wright, David Aikins, Danny Goodwin, and Carla Wainscott
City Attorney:  Frank Chuppe (absent)
Councilmember Eaton gave the invocation.

All present pledged allegiance to the flag.
Minutes/ March 4, 2010

Councilmember Matthews moved to approve the minutes of March 4, 2010 as read by council members prior to the meeting. Seconded by Councilmember Best.
All voted “aye” and motion carried.
Ordinance No. 2010-04-01(A) – Reinstating an Inspection Fee for Rental Property – 1st Reading
Mayor Hardesty read an ordinance of the City of Shelbyville amending Shelbyville Code of Ordinances as follows:  104.3.2.2 Certificate of Occupancy Fee: A fee of twenty dollars ($20) shall be paid to the City of Shelbyville for each certificate of occupancy.  The fee is due immediately after the initial inspection is made.  The fee is good for the full three year period unless ownership changes, in which case the new owner must obtain a new certificate of occupancy.  No certificate of occupancy shall be issued until the fee has been paid.
Councilmember Zoeller asked if this was for the owner.  Jeff Tennill advised the fee is good for 3 years.  We will re-inspect during this time if there are any complaints.

Councilmember Matthews asked if Landlords are cooperating with Code Enforcement during the inspection.  Jeff Tennill said most are, but there is a group that will not.  Councilmember Matthews said it was for safety issues and not for revenue, which is correct.
It was introduced for a first reading by Councilmember Best.  Seconded by Councilmember Suttor.

Proclamation – Partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau
Mayor Hardesty proclaimed the City of Shelbyville is committed to partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help ensure an accurate count.
Discussion – Delinquent Business License
Mayor Hardesty advised council that businesses are not paying their licenses and it’s not fair for the businesses that are paying.  They are getting the services provided by the city and the Mayor feels that the next step is to take them through the court system.

Some go back numerous years and refuse to continue to pay them.  We have sent numerous letters, made phone calls, and visited businesses.  We want them to send or bring in their returns like they are suppose to do.

The Mayor, Inez Harris, and Jeff Tennill had a meeting with Hart Megibben, Shelby County Attorney, last week and Hart feels we have a good case for prosecution.  Hart would like for our Police Officers to start citing the most delinquent ones first.

This is revenue that we split with the county government in regards to the interlocal agreement.  Councilmember Eaton asked if they would have to pay court costs along with paying their business license.  Mayor Hardesty said, “Yes, it’s a Class “A” misdemeanor”.
Councilmember Matthews said he’s behind him 100%.  Councilmember Swindler asked if there are penalties.  There is a 10% penalty and 1% interest each month they are late.

Department Reports
Eilene Collins, Executive Director, Shelby Development Corporation, announced on March 23, 2010, at 600 Main Street at 6:00 p.m. there will be a presentation regarding customer service (Give them the Pickle).  It is free and refreshments will be served.

Jennifer Herrell, City Engineer/Public Works Director, introduced Tom Wright as the new Public Works Superintendent.  She announced they hired Doug Satterly as the new Maintenance Tech II.  Spring clean-up will be in April.  We are working on sidewalks.

Danny Goodwin, Police Major, reported a bank robbery this morning at 1502 Mt. Eden Road at the Commonwealth Bank.  Major Goodwin introduced David Aikins as the newest Police Officer.  He comes to the force from LAPD.  In February, they had baton and handcuff training.  Firearms training will take place during the schools spring break.  The department is preparing for all the upcoming events.
Mayor’s Report
Chamber Showcase will be held on Saturday March 27, 2010 at Shelby County High School.  The Chamber has had some Business After Hours; however, the first Business Before Hours was held recently at the Bell House.  Fire Station #3 is still in progress.  Ryan Libke is working on the text amendments.
Request – Dr. Leon Mooneyhan, Shelby County Community Theatre Board 
The theatre is requesting $1500.00 for partial sponsorship for their production “The Snowball” which runs in February 2011.  Republic Bank is one sponsor.  The Mayor advised Dr. Mooneyhan he will bring it to the finance committee for review.
Councilmember Swindler moved to adjourn at 7:10 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Best.
All voted “aye” and motion carried.
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